
Catholic Education Meets the Nation's
Needs, for Its Basis Is Religion, In-

dispensable to Life of a People
In the Catholic System of Education Religion Holds First Place, and in Giv-

ing Prominence to Religion in Education Catholics Are Living
Up to Their Country's, Earliest and Highest Ideals

By

l TOVIC widely discussed among
Z-- our educational leaders to-d-

is the "Americanization of our
schools." How, they are asking them-
selves, can these schools, which exert
such a mighty Influence upon the
thought and character and conduct of
our people, be brought to contribute in
a still larger measure to our national
life? How can they be made yield the
richest possible harvest in loyal, useful
and Intelligent citizenship? To this
end in many cases existing curricula
bave been modified, new features
added, and old ones given a new em-

phasis.
If we examine our educational re-

sources in the light of this new move-

ment wc cannot but be Impressed with
how adequately Catholic schools meet
the nation's needs. The basis of Cath-

olic education Is religion; and religious
education Is our country's strongest
bulwark of defence, its firmest prop.
Its most faithful ally.

If tho history of the nations of an-

tiquity teach us one lesson more plain-

ly than another It Is that religion is
simply indispensable to the life of a
people. Nations no more than individ-

uals live 'by bread alone. Imperial
Rome was mistress of the world as
long as she cherished a belief in her
false gods, but even her mighty legions
could not savo her once that faith had
vanished. It was the same with
Greece. She too was a world power,
a nation of heroes and scholars, while
she worshipped her chosen deities, but
fell Into decay when she had aban-

doned that belief. If this be true of
nations in general, most especially is

it truo of a republic. "Republics live
by virtue, and morality is the very
soul of good citizenship." It matters
not how formidable may be our army
or how Invincible our navy. The sen-

tinels on our outposts may tell us no
danger is nigh. Rut If religion no
longer dwells in the hearts of our citi-

zens, then the strength of the nation
has departed. Listen to the solemn
admonition of Washington upon this
point delivered in his Farewell Ad-

dress:
"Of all the dispositions and habits'

which lead to political prosperity, re-

ligion and morality aro indispensable
supports. In vain would that man claim
the tribute of patriotism who should
labor to subvert these groat pillars of
human happiness, thesexfirmest props

of the duties of men and citizens. The
mere politician, equally with the pious
man, ought to respect and cherish
them. A volume could not trace all
their connections with private and
public felicity. Let it be simply asked,
where is tho security for property, for
reputation, for life, If the sense of
religious obligation desert the oaths
which are the instilments of Investi-

gation In courts of Justice? And let
us with caution Indulge the supposi-

tion that morality can be maintained
without religion. Whatever' may bo
conceded to the Influence of refined
education on minds of peculiar struc-
ture, reason and experience forbid us
to expect that national morality can
prevail in exclusion of religious prin-

ciple."
F.ormer Ambassador Bryce likewise

tells us in- - his "American Com-

monwealth" that as' he tood In
the heart ' of a great American me-- ;

the Right Rev. Joseph F. Mooney, D. D.,

what has been tho effect of the ex
clusion of religion (from tho school life
of tho child here in the United States?
Fifty years agoj the American people
were a religious' people! ,To-da- y after
half a century of education without
religion 60,000,000 profess belief in
no religious denomination whatever.
When wo ponder this starting fact,

and remember too that of those calling
themselves Christian not a few deny
the fundamental principle of that re-

ligion, L e, the. divinity of Christ, does
it not seem that Christianity is rapidly
waning among us?

In the Catholic system of education
religion holds 'first place. "Unless the
Lord build the house, they labor in

f
vain who build It" Its cardinal princi-
ple Is that enunciated by Christ Him-

self: "Seek ye first the kingdom of God
and His justice and all these things
shall be added unto you." It teaches
the child from his earliest years that
God la hla Creator and Redeemer, his
Lord and Master. Before all things
else he owes to Him homago and the
service of his heart. It teaches tho
child that he has a soul, a spirit that
will never die, made to the Image of
God. To save that soul by knowing,
loving and serving GoL by keeping thk
Commandments, Is tlto supreme busi-
ness of his life. And it reminds him
over and over again that it "will profit
him nothing to gain the whole world
and suffer tho loss of that Immortal
soul. Upon this solid basis of religion
it teaches him those very lessons that
most vitally concern the well being of
the republic and enforces them with
a divine sanction, viz.: respect for
law, reverence, for lawful authority and
a deep sense of clvio duty. It points
out to him that the state is of the ordi-

nance of God, that it is something
sacred,, and presents to him tho duties
he owes the state as obligations bind-

ing him in conscience and worthy of
the same respect as the very laws of
God Himself. It Instills upon this
same religious basis those lessons of
honesty, morality and personal tnteg,
rlty which are the ornament as well as
tho first requisite? of good citizenship.
It keeps constantly before his mind
from the very first day he toddles into
class that an act which is wrong Is
wrong although the world may never
know. That both In his private no less
than Jn his public acts his conduct
must ever square with the divine law.
And it assures him upon the authority
of God that he must one day give an .
account of his life to the Eternal Judge
of men, to that Supreme Judge who
sees and knows all things. -

This is the type of education that
has built up civilization and it is the
only kind that can preserve It.
Through it the church centuries ago
reclaimed the savage and civilized tho
barbarian, instructing him in the till-

ing of the soil and Industrial pursuits.
Through it she Is to-d- ay regenerating
society in the United States by her
thousands of schools scattered every-

where throughout the land. The Cath-

olic school aims at the development of
tho whole man, all the faculties that
God has given him. It Is not satisfied
with training tho intellect alone, to the
neglect of his moral nature, for such
an education might bo a real menace
to our civilization. It is not content
with trainln? tha head and thn hand

tropolii'ie was often startled by the i neglecting the heart, for unless
thought'M 'what could tever save our the heart be fortified with sound

and ' Its marvellous in-- ciples of moral conduct, and a strength
etltutions should the foundation stone of will developed that will fearlessly
of religion be ever swept away. Now choose the right, education may not
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be a. blessing but a curse. To be com- -
plete education mus.t(take into account
all of man's faculties and train him
to use those.noble endowments for the
highest purposes of life. To this end
the light and Inspiration of religion
everywhere dominates the school. It
Is made the" foundation of all moral
instruction and 'Ufa groundwork upon
which character 'is built. Indeed, the
very cornerstone of the edifice. It is
not taught merely as a separate entity
In tho curriculum, but It permeates the
whole course, and Is brought Into vital
relation with every- - other branch.
Catholics believe that since education
is a preparation for life and since the
Ufa of man continues beyond the
grave, it should fit him not only tor
time but for eternity.

Call to mind some of the growing
evils that are now gnawing at tho very
vitals of our country. Divorce, that
dread social leprosy that would destroy
the home and family, the strongest
buttress of society. Socialism, which,
spurning the right of private prop-

erty, Is threatening to undermine our
national life and which carries in Its
wake seven other spirits more wicked
than itself. Brazen vice that would
sweep aside all barriers. How are
these to bo combated? How are they
to be uprooted? The Catholic
school supplies the answer. It Is re-

ligion in education. The only remedy
that will eradicate them is to daily
train the youth of the nation in vir-
tue and lay the foundation of his char-

acter deep down In the rockbed of re-

ligion.
In giving prominence to religion in

education Catholics are thoroughly
American, living up to their country's
earliest and highest ideals. There Is
nothing more In harmony with the tra-
ditions of those early pioneers who
laid the foundations of our glorious re-
public than that religion should be cher-
ished as the strongest defence of its
free Institutions. "They sought," says
Webster, "to incorporate the principles
of Christianity with the elements of
their society and to diffuse its Influ-
ence through all Its institutions, civil,
political and literary." It was under
the Inspiration of religion that the
first settlers braved so many perils In
coming to our shores. This country
was conceived and born and nurtured
In an atmosphere of religion. Our
Constitution and Declaration of Inde-
pendence breathe a deep spirit of re-
ligion, and the custom still observed
of opening with prayer our Legisla-
tures, both State and Federal, as well
as the annual Thanksgiving proc- -
tarnations by the Governors of our
States, are but . present da,fitnesses
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vard College was founded as a school
of Divinity. Tale, too, was in the be-

ginning essentially a school of re-

ligious teaching. No, It Is not the im-

portance which Catholics place upon
religion which marks a departure In
our country's history, but It Is the

of our schools which
does the greatest violence to our oldest
and most sacred traditions.

The ever growing need for religions
teaching in tho training of youth has
not gone unheeded, and several ex-

pedients have been and are now at-

tempted to supply this want. These
take the form of moral Instruction,
ethical lectures, lessons from the an-

cient philosophers, moralists and the
like. Who will deny that they have
accomplished something? But who
can admit that they can ever fill the
place of religion In properly moulding
the will and developing strong Chris-
tian character? Without religion there
can bo no enduring morality. No sys-
tem of ethics that has not behind It
living faith was ever effective In curb-
ing the evil inclinations of human na-
ture. Where Is the sanction that backs
up these moral lessons? Whence the
source of their authority? What is to
be the character of these Instructions

and who the arbiter of what is morally
risht and morally wrong? Will a
pacsags from Plato or u iiuuuuuu
from Shakespeare give sufficient
strength to the soul in the hour of
temptation? No. Without the foun-
dation, of the eternal law and the com-
pelling authority of God Himself, who
reads the secrets of men's hearts and
is the Supreme Judge of the living and
the dead, can any system of ethics
raise men's lives to tho highest forma
of moral conduct?

There are those who tell us that re-

ligious training is the special province
of the church and need have no part
in the dally programme of the school. "But this plan has been tried and found
wanting. Its failure is only too ap-
parent. Restrict the teaching of re-- n
Ufrfon to an hour or more on Sunday
and there Is great danger that men
will come to restrict Its practice to the --

same circumscribed period, as though
religion were something to be put on
and off like one's Sunday clothes. Sup-
pose some one were to advocate that
tho teaching of patriotism be restricted
to an hour on Sunday, what a mighty
protest it would call forth! But re-

ligion deals with the eternal and is the
only soil that can nourish true pa-

triotism. If religion is to so impress
the heart that its blessings may abide
forever, that it will dominate life and
regulate conduct, then it must form
an Integral part of the child's dally
life in that plastic period when habits
aro being formed and Impressions
register deeply. Moreover, the. unity
of the educative process demands that
If It is to produce Its fullest fruit it
must have, its stated place In the reg-

ular programme of school studies. So
with the wisdom of the ages behind
her the Catholic Church builds and
maintains her own schoolsT'and al-

though her policy entails tremendous
sacrifice she never has abandoned nor
ever --will her holy enterprise. .

A convincing proof of the splendid
practical patriotism Implanted by our
Catholic schools In the hearts of their
pupils was given In the recent world
war. In numbers double their pro-
portion they rallied from village, town
and hamlet, from college and uni-
versity In answer to their country's
call. They showed that they could not
only live for the flag, but that they,
could also die for It. How nobly they
fought and bled and gave their lives
In that gigantic struggle will be for
them and for the schools In' which they
were formed a crown of glory through
all future years.

The charter under which the Cath- - S

ollc Church carries on her mission of
fducation was given to her by Christ
Himself; the grandest, most compre-
hensive charter ever given to any In-

stitution: 'XJolng, therefore, teach all
nations, teaching them an things
whatsoever I have .commanded you;
and behold I am with you all days
even to the consummation of the
world." From that distant day when
centuries ago she received her divine
commission, she has cherished It ever
since her most sacred trust. Her
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to be established. She was teaching
through her priests and monks from
the day she came forth from the cata-
combs, and was still teaching before
Columbus set foot on American soil,
end her basic principles are the same
now as they were then. She founded
the most famous universities of Eu-
rope Oxford and Cambridge, Paris
and Bologne, Aberdeen and Glasgow.
With her wonderful power of adapta-
tion she 'finds herself at home in an
nations, at aU timret. and under an
forms of government. The oldest uni-
versity in the western hemisphere is
the University of San Marcos. In Lima.
Fern, founded ""In 1551. Two years
later the Catholic University of Mex-
ico was founded, and both of these
were teaching the higher branches of
learning seventy years before the first
university in New England was
opened. Here in America there aro
spread over, the continent from sea
to sea 'over 5.000 parochial schools,
with an enrolment of about 1,700,000
pupUs. This vast system represents
sn Investment of $100,000,000 in school
property, and requires over $15,000.-00-0

for Its annual maintenance. Upon
the cornerstone of each of these
schools we find inscribed a motto which
beautifully points out the object of its
highest alms: "For God and Country."


